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Thu 10 June 7.30pm The 21st Century Musician: Virtual Roundtable 4
Thu 17 June 2pm/7.30pm Alexander Chaushian 5
Sun 27 June 3pm National Youth Harp Orchestra 4
Fri 02 July 1.15pm/4pm Festival Prelude & Champagne Celebration 6

Sat 03 July 5pm Summer Festival Orchestral Picnic 9
Sun 04 July 2pm Magic Piano & The Chopin Shorts

4.30pm Piano Showcase 10
7pm Piano Ensemble Concert 10

Mon 05 July 11am Coffee & Chamber Music 12
12.30pm/1.15pm Epsom Playhouse Lunchtime Concert 13
7.30pm Summer Festival Showcase 8

Tue 06 July 10.30am/1.15pm Primary Schools Concerts 15
6pm Charles Owen Pre-Concert Talk 11
7.30pm Charles Owen performs with YMS pupils 11

Wed 07 July 11am Coffee & Chamber Music 12
1.15pm/7.30pm Summer Festival Showcase 8

Thu 08 July 11am Coffee & Chamber Music 12
1pm St Mary’s Church Lunchtime Concert 13
7.30pm Leavers 2021 at King’s Place 12

Fri 09 July 11am Coffee & Chamber Music 12
1.15pm David Dolan on Bach 17
6pm Carl Davis Talk 16
7.30pm Lady Windermere’s Fan 16

Sat 10 July 2pm/7.30pm Summer Festival Showcase 8
3pm ‘Behind-the-Scenes’ tours of the School 7

Sun 11 July 11.30am Family Day Workshop 15
2pm/3.30pm/5pm Musical Myths with Chris Jarvis and Les Bubb 15
7.30pm Leavers 2020 9

Mon 12 July 11am Coffee & Chamber Music 12
2.30pm/7.30pm Music at Painshill 13
4pm The Wandering Civil Servant of Stradivarius 7
4.30pm Summer Festival Showcase 8

Tue 13 July 11am Coffee & Chamber Music 12

1.15pm Summer Festival Showcase 8
7.30pm Ashley Wass performs with YMS pupils 17

It’s been a source of immense frustration and disappointment that 
we haven’t been able to host public performances since my arrival at 
YMS in April 2020, but I’m truly delighted that our long and impatient 
wait is over, and I’m excited to share with you the wonderful events 
that we have planned for the Summer Term.

The main focus, of course, is the School’s Summer Festival, which will 
look very different to those of you who have attended the Festival in 
previous years. Alongside the traditional pupil Showcases, we have an 

extraordinarily diverse range of performances, including live soundtracks to silent films, 
events which bring together and celebrate both the musical and academic achievements of 
the School, family shows fronted by stars of childrens’ television, and guest appearances 
by alumni. Our Leavers from 2020 - so cruelly deprived of their traditional leaving concert 
and presentations last year - will return to perform a special concert for us and I look 
forward to welcoming them back. 

The School grounds will be fully open over the two weekends, with a wide range of 
immersive activities interspersed between the concert performances, so we hope you’ll stay 
with us and join in the fun - just remember to bring a picnic blanket! I am also delighted to 
say that during the Festival, tickets for events in the Hall are free for under 18s.

There’s no doubt the last year has been a stark reminder of the value we place on live 
music. I cannot wait to meet you for what I’m certain will be an uplifting and celebratory 
return to public performance at YMS.

Ashley Wass
Director of Music

Welcome to our 2021 Summer Season  

Guide to events
Family and Community: 
• a new series of events to bring the magic of music to the whole family
Masters and Celebrities: 
• distinguished alumni and special guests, often in collaboration with YMS pupils 
Young Musicians: 
• showcasing the exceptional talents of the pupils of The Yehudi Menuhin School
Out and About: 
• YMS pupils performing in the local community and beyond
Friends 50th: 
• celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Friends of The Yehudi Menuhin School

Film screening
with live music

Virtual event 
(online stream)

Live event with 
online stream

S U M M E R  F E S T I V A L

E V E N T S  I N  J U N E
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Thursday 10 June, 7.30pm
This is a free, virtual event that will 
be streamed from our website.

The 21st Century 
Musician

The role of a classical musician has 
evolved considerably since Yehudi 
Menuhin opened the School in 1963, and 
this evolution accelerated dramatically 
over the past year. 

In a virtual roundtable, YMS Director of 
Music Ashley Wass is joined by a panel 
of guests to discuss what it takes to 
thrive as a 21st-century musician, and 
the role that educational institutions such 
as YMS must play in the transformation 
of classical music. 
Running time: approx. 60 minutes

Sunday 27 June, 3pm

Tickets £18 / £10 for under 18s

National Youth 
Harp Orchestra

Unique in Europe, the National Youth 
Harp Orchestra consists of thirty-five 
talented harpists from all over the UK, 
and plays to audiences across the globe.
After sell-out performances at 
The Menuhin Hall in recent years, 
this dynamic and engaging orchestra 
showcase their natural enthusiasm and 
passion for the harp by performing an 
all-new and diverse concert programme.

Tickets sold on behalf of NYHO.

Running time: approx. 120 minutes 
including interval
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Thursday 17 June, 2pm & 7.30pm

Tickets £25

Alexander Chaushian 

YMS alumnus Alexander Chaushian is a cellist lauded with the highest critical 
acclaim wherever he performs. His interpretations of the major works of the cello 
literature have been described as “standing alongside those by the greatest” (BBC 
Music Magazine), and “wonderfully poised and ruminative magisterial explorations” 
(The Independent). 

Following studies at The Yehudi Menuhin School, Chaushian went on to study at 
London’s Guildhall School of Music and Drama, and the Hochschule für Musik Hanns 
Eisler, Berlin. 

Bach Cello Suite No 1 in G major BWV 1007 
Bach Cello Suite No 2 in D minor BWV 1008
George Crumb Sonata for Solo Cello
Giovanni Sollima Alone 

Running time: approx. 60 minutes
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Vahan M
ardirossian

“searingly eloquent”  
- The Strad 

“profoundly expressive”  
- Telegraph
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Celebrating 50 years of the Friends
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Festival Prelude & Champagne Celebration
Friday 2 July, 1.15pm concert followed by champagne and cake Tickets £25
Friday 2 July, 4.00pm concert preceded by champagne and cake Tickets £25
Charles Owen Pre-concert Talk
Tuesday 6 July, 6pm  Tickets free (reserved in advance)
‘Behind-the-Scenes’ tours of The Yehudi Menuhin School
Saturday 10 July, 3pm  Tickets free (reserved in advance)
The Wandering Civil Servant of Stradivarius Book Launch
Monday 12 July, 4pm  Tickets free (reserved in advance)

Join us for this series of events open exclusively to the Friends 
Yehudi Menuhin founded the Friends in 1971, together with a few local supporters. This 
year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Friends, who offer a warm, supportive 
audience to our pupils as well as vital financial assistance to the School.  

If you would like to attend any of these events but are not yet a Friend, please do 
consider joining. Members receive priority booking for concerts at The Menuhin Hall 
and invitations to Friends-only events. Through becoming a member, you will support 
the education of our exceptional pupils, over 90% of whom need financial support to 
take up their place at the School.   

For details on joining, please contact Barbara Thwaites at 
friends@menuhinschool.co.uk or call 01932 584409. 

 WHAT’S ON SUMMER FESTIVAL 2021

Festival Prelude & Champagne Celebration
Join us to raise a glass to the 50th Anniversary with an afternoon concert, 
champagne and cake celebration. Alumnus and BBC Young Musician Strings Finalist 
Will Duerden will give a special exclusive performance alongside current pupils.

Friends can book tickets online or through the Box Office for either the 1.15pm or 
the 4pm concert. Tickets include entry to the champagne reception, which takes 
place in between the two concerts from 2.15pm to 3.45pm.

Charles Owen Pre-concert Talk
Internationally renowned pianist and YMS alumnus Charles 
Owen, in conversation with Ashley Wass, talks about his career, 
his music, and the role the Menuhin School played in his life. 

Tickets are limited and must be reserved in advance. To book 
your place, please email friends@menuhinschool.co.uk. 

‘Behind-the-Scenes’ tours of The Yehudi Menuhin School
Join us for a “behind-the-scenes” tour of the School and the Hall, led by our pupils. 
Tickets are free of charge but places are limited and must be booked in advance. 

To reserve your place or if you would like further details, 
please email Barbara Thwaites at friends@menuhinschool.co.uk.

The Wandering Civil Servant of Stradivarius 
Meet the author: Desmond Cecil
Desmond Cecil’s book The Wandering Civil Servant of 
Stradivarius provides a fascinating insight into the life of a 
well-travelled senior diplomat who had originally trained to be 
a violinist. Mr Cecil has been a friend of the School for many 
years, particularly in the links with 
the Menuhin Festival Gstaad. Here is 

an opportunity to meet the author in person and hear him 
speak about his experiences. Copies signed by the author 
will be available to purchase. Please email Barbara Thwaites 
at friends@menuhinschool.co.uk to reserve your place.
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Sunday 4 July, 4.30pm
Monday 5 July, 7.30pm
Wednesday 7 July, 1.15pm & 7.30pm

Saturday 10 July, 2pm & 7.30pm
Monday 12 July, 4.30pm
Tuesday 13 July, 1.15pm

Showcase series

The Summer Festival Showcase concerts offer an opportunity for every one of our 
pupils to display their remarkable talents. 

Showcase concerts will feature varied programmes performed by pupils of all ages 
championing the full range of instruments taught at the School. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to see firsthand why the Menuhin School is regarded as one of the finest 
musical institutions in the world. 

NB: The first concert will form part of our Piano Gala, designed to celebrate the 
versatility of the instrument, so all performances on 4 July will be keyboard-focused.

This year, our Summer Festival Showcases will also be streamed live on our website 
at www.themenuhinhall.co.uk.

Running time: approx. 70 minutes

Tickets £18.50 (free for under 18s)

Tickets £25

Orchestral Picnic

Our traditional Summer Picnic concert 
features both the Junior and Senior 
Orchestras, playing music by Grieg, 
Tippett and Tchaikovsky. 

Bring a picnic, soak up the festive 
atmosphere and enjoy our beautiful 
surroundings while catching up with 
friends and family. Entry to the grounds 
is permitted from 4pm, and the concert 
will feature a 75-minute interval.

The performance is followed by the 
presentation of scores to this year’s 
Leavers. Running time: approx. 120 mins 
plus interval

Saturday 3 July, 5pm
Picnicking in the grounds from 4pm
Tickets £25 
(free for under 18s)
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Sunday 11 July, 7.30pm

Leavers 2020

Last year’s Leavers concert 
unfortunately had to be postponed due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the spirit of bringing our extended 
family back together, we are delighted 
to invite these former pupils back for a 
joyous performance followed by 
the traditional presentation of their 
chosen scores.

Running time: approx. 120 mins including 
interval 

Tickets £18.50 
(free for under 18s)
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Tuesday 6 July
Pre-concert talk 6pm (Friends only)
Concert 7.30pm
Tickets £25 (free for under 18s)

Alumnus and internationally-acclaimed pianist Charles Owen performs piano quartets 
by Dvořák and Fauré with senior pupils of The Yehudi Menuhin School. This is the first 
in a series of upcoming collaborations between alumni and current pupils.

Charles Owen has enjoyed an extensive international career performing a wide- 
ranging repertoire to outstanding critical acclaim. He has appeared at London’s 
Barbican and Queen Elizabeth Hall and regularly gives recitals at the Wigmore Hall 
and King’s Place. He is a Professor of Piano at the Guildhall School in London and was 
appointed Steinway & Sons UK Ambassador in 2016. Running time: approx. 70 minutes 

Pre-concert talk for Friends only: 
Charles Owen, in conversation with Ashley Wass, talks about his career, his music, 
and the role the Menuhin School played in his life. Tickets must be booked by emailing 
friends@menuhinschool.co.uk.

“One of the finest British pianists 
of his generation.” 

- Gramophone 

Sim
 Canetty-Clarke
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Charles Owen
performs with YMS pupilsPiano Gala

Shortlisted for the 2012 Oscars, Magic Piano is an animated adventure about two kids 
who discover an old piano amongst a pile of junk that transforms into a magical flying 
machine. The screening will be accompanied live by pupils of YMS performing works 
of Chopin. Running time: approx. 50 minutes

Piano Showcase Concert: The first of our Showcase Concerts is designed to present 
the versatility of the piano. Running time: approx. 55 minutes

Piano Ensemble Concert: The arrival of our new Steinway is celebrated with music for 
up to 8 hands on 2 pianos. Running time: approx. 70 minutes

Our Piano Gala is dedicated to the memory of Sir Clifford Curzon.

Magic Piano & The Chopin Shorts
Sunday 4 July, 2pm  Tickets £10 (free for under 18s)
Piano Showcase Concert
Sunday 4 July, 4.30pm  Tickets £18.50 (free for under 18s)
Piano Ensemble Concert
Sunday 4 July, 7pm  Tickets £18.50 (free for under 18s)
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Concerts in the Community
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Epsom Playhouse Lunchtime Concert: These two informal lunchtime concerts in the 
Myers Studio will give local music lovers the chance to pop in and catch one or both 
concerts. Running time: approx. 30 minutes each with different programmes 
Tickets available from www.epsomplayhouse.co.uk. 

St Mary’s Church Lunchtime Concert: The Menuhin School has enjoyed a 
longstanding partnership with the St Mary’s lunchtime concert series and is delighted 
to return as part of our Festival. Running time: approx. 55 minutes

Music at Painshill: The Menuhin School returns to Painshill for its much-loved 
summer performances - but in an exciting new venue, the Walled Garden. Plenty of 
room to sit and picnic before, after or even during the performance while listening to 
the music. Running time: approx. 55 minutes
Tickets available from www.painshill.co.uk

Epsom Playhouse Lunchtime Concert
Monday 5 July, 12.30pm & 1.15pm Tickets free
St Mary’s Church, Stoke d’Abernon Lunchtime Concert
Thursday 8 July, 1pm   Free entry with retiring collection
Music at Painshill
Monday 12 July, 2.30pm & 7.30pm Tickets £15 

Thursday 8 July, 7.30pm
King’s Place, London

Leavers 2021

This Summer’s Leavers join together 
as a family once again for a magnificent 
concert of ensemble performances, to 
celebrate their achievements at 
the School.
Running time: approx. 120 minutes with 
an interval

This concert will take place at King’s 
Place, King’s Cross (London). 

Tickets will be available through their 
Box Office at www.kingsplace.co.uk.

Tickets £22.50

Coffee & Chamber Music

Our series of daily Coffee Concerts 
showcase the School’s chamber 
music and composition work. Each 
performance will feature a quartet by 
Haydn or Beethoven alongside new 
works written by current YMS pupils. 

Events in this series are virtual events 
only and will be streamed at 
www.themenuhinhall.co.uk.
Running time: approx. 45 minutes each

Monday 5 July
Wednesday 7 July
Thursday 8 July
Friday 9 July
Monday 12 July
Tuesday 13 July
Free to view, donations welcome
Performances will air at 11am and be 
available to view until the end of July.

WHAT’S ON SUMMER FESTIVAL 2021
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Family events

We look forward to welcoming families of all ages 
to discover the magic of music.

Join us for concerts, fairy tales, workshops and films with 
special guests and familiar faces.

All Summer Festival events are free for children under 18.

Family activities
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Family events this Summer
©

 E C W
oodard

Musical Myths 
with CBeebies’ 
Chris Jarvis and 
Les Bubb

Magic Piano & The Chopin Shorts
Sunday 4 July, 2pm Tickets £10   (free for under 18s)
Shortlisted for the 2012 Oscars, Magic Piano is an 
animated adventure about two children who discover an 
old piano amongst a pile of junk that transforms into a 
magical flying machine. The screening will be accompanied 
live by YMS pupils performing works of Chopin. Running 
time: approx 50 minutes

Primary Schools Concerts
Tuesday 6 July, 10.30am/1.15pm  (not open to the public)
Each year we welcome children from local primary schools into our Hall so they can 
experience a real concert with music specially chosen for them. Our friends from 
Surrey Music Hub will also be visiting with their Singing Picnic, and will join the 
audience for the second concert.

Family Day Workshop
Sunday 11 July, 11.30am  Tickets free but booking via website required
An interactive workshop for children of all ages to spark a love of music in its many 
forms. No experience necessary - just bring your curiosity, creativity and a healthy 
desire to have fun! Running time: approx. 60 minutes

Musical Myths 
with Chris Jarvis and Les Bubb

Sunday 11 July, 2pm/3.30pm/5pm  
Tickets £10  (free for under 18s)

Some of music’s greatest works have been inspired by the fairy 
tales that so enchanted us through childhood. These family concerts 
draw together legendary stories and musical masterpieces - with texts 
and artwork by YMS pupils combined with compositions by Strauss, 

Stravinsky and Prokofiev - to create thrilling musical adventures. 
Featuring the comedic brilliance of the UK’s leading mime artist, Les Bubb, 

and the magnetic stage presence of Chris Jarvis - television royalty to anyone with 
young children - these shows will be a wonderful introduction to classical music and its 
power to transport us to fantastical faraway lands. Running time: approx. 40 minutes
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Lady Windermere’s Fan (1925)
Pre-screen talk with composer Carl Davis CBE

Dir: Ernst Lubitsch | US | 1925 | Running time 90m plus interval
Starring: Ronald Colman, Irene Rich, May McAvoy, Bert Lytell
Live accompaniment: The pupils of The Yehudi Menuhin School conducted by Carl Davis CBE

Friday 9 July
Pre-screen talk 6pm, Screening 7.30pm Tickets £25 (free for under 18s)

The driving force behind the reinvention of the silent movie in concert, BAFTA Award-
winning composer Carl Davis has written the scores to some of Britain’s most-loved 
dramas, including The French Lieutenant’s Woman, The World at War and Hollywood.

Lady Windermere’s Fan is based on Oscar Wilde’s classic play set in London in the 
1890s, and bubbles with scandal and intrigue. The screening of this witty society 
comedy will be accompanied by a live performance by YMS pupils of Carl Davis’ 
original score, conducted by the composer himself. An event not to be missed!

We invite you to join us for a 1920s-themed evening by wearing anything from 
simple black and white to your best flapper dress or pinstripe suit and fedora. There 
will be champagne at the bar for those looking to celebrate!

Friday 9 July, 1.15pm  
Tickets £18.50 
(free for under 18s)

Bach Chaconne:
an exploration with 
David Dolan

World-renowned concert pianist, 
researcher and educator David Dolan 
shares his acclaimed method of 
classical improvisation, developed and 
practised at The Yehudi Menuhin School 
and the Guildhall. Together with senior 
pupils from the School, they will search 
for harmonic structure and elaboration 
in Bach’s celebrated Chaconne. The 
event will conclude with a performance 
by one of the pupils.

Running time: approx. 60 minutes

Tuesday 13 July, 7.30pm
Tickets £25 
(free for under 18s)

Ashley Wass 
performs with YMS pupils

In the final event of this year’s Festival, 
Director of Music Ashley Wass joins 
some of our senior pupils for a concert of 
chamber music. 

Featuring works by Babajanian and 
Brahms, and highlighting the spirit of 
collaboration that pervades the School, 
this concert will provide an uplifting 
finale to our biggest festival yet.

Running time: approx. 60 minutes

16 GENERAL BOOKING OPENS MONDAY 17 MAY

WHAT’S ON SUMMER FESTIVAL 2021



18 GENERAL BOOKING OPENS MONDAY 17 MAY BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.THEMENUHINHALL.CO.UK 19

WHAT’S ON SUMMER 2021Booking information

In order to ensure the safety of our staff, the Box Office may need to operate at a 
reduced capacity. Additionally, due to the issues involved in handling and processing 
paper forms safely during Covid-19, paper booking forms will not be available.

We encourage all patrons to book their tickets at www.themenuhinhall.co.uk. 
If you need help with your booking, the Box Office will be open between 9.30am and 
3.30pm Monday to Friday from 4 May and will be happy to help with bookings over the 
phone. Please keep an eye on our website for the latest updates and changes.

PRIORITY BOOKING:
Menuhin Circle opens 4 May.
Best Friends opens 4 May.
Friends opens 10 May.

General booking opens 17 May.

Please use hand sanitiser upon entering the Hall 
and adhere to safety measures, signage and the 
instructions of our Front of House team. Please 
make sure to maintain appropriate social distancing 
at all times. We will ask all guests to wear a face 
covering (unless exempt, or eating or drinking).

Patrons may only sit next to members of their own 
household or bubble. Due to reduced capacity, 
the Box Office may not be able to offer preferred 
seats other than in exceptional circumstances (e.g. 
wheelchair access required).

Subject to government guidance, we reserve the right 
to release previously blocked seats for sale but will 
always make the safety of our Patrons our top priority. 

The bar will be operating a card-only service, and 
one-way systems will be in place.

If you have any symptoms of COVID-19, or if you 
or anyone in your household have tested positive 
within 14 days of the event, please do not attend. If 
you develop COVID symptoms and/or test positive 
for the virus within 14 days of attending an event 
please alert us immediately so we can inform other 
audience members.

This guidance may change subject to government 
guidelines.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Our full terms and conditions can be viewed online 
at www.themenuhinhall.co.uk/terms-conditions. All 
information is correct at the time of going to print. 
The Menuhin Hall reserves the right to alter, cancel 
or change concerts, events, artists, times and dates 
without prior notice.
Please check our website for the latest information.

DATA PROTECTION
Your contact details are held on file for the use of 
The Menuhin Hall and The Yehudi Menuhin School 
only and will not be passed to any third party. If 
you do NOT wish to receive any further information, 
please inform the Box Office on 01932 559400 or by 
email at boxoffice@menuhinschool.co.uk.

Book online at 
www.themenuhinhall.co.uk

Box Office: 01932 559400

Accessibility
The Menuhin Hall is a level access venue 
with seating for disabled patrons in the 
Stalls. Patrons who need the assistance of 
a frame or crutches should please contact 
the Box Office for advice.

Wheelchair patrons will be 
issued with a parking permit to 

enable level access to the venue. Issued 
permits will ensure that a seat is removed 
in the Auditorium to allow wheelchair 
access. 

Only wheelchair patrons displaying 
Menuhin Hall parking permits may park in 
these bays. 

Blue badge holders may park in 
the 6 unreserved bays available 
in the lower car park. Please 

note that access from the lower car park 
involves 13 steps and an 80 yard walk. 
Patrons who require level access to the 
building can be dropped off behind the 
Hall in the parking permit area. Assistance 
can be provided by a member of staff if 
required.

A loop system is installed in 
The Menuhin Hall. Headsets for 
infrared audio are available from 
the Box Office.

Guide Dogs are welcome. 
Please advise the Box Office in 
advance so that an appropriate 
aisle seat can be provided.

Guidance for Visitors Thank you
The Yehudi Menuhin School 
is deeply grateful for the 
support of its Friends and 
benefactors, who have stood 
by us steadfastly through this 
challenging year. Thanks to 
you we can continue to nurture 
the potential of the best and 
brightest young talent from 
around the world, more than 
90% of whom require financial 
assistance to attend the School.

To find out how you can provide 
the opportunity of a lifetime to 
our pupils, please contact:
Alix de Mauny
Development Director 
alix.demauny@menuhinschool.co.uk
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Seating plan
General booking opens 10am Monday 17 May. 
Actual seats available will be determined by the need for social distancing.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thank you to the many individuals, organisations, volunteers and Friends of the School for their continuing 
support, some of whom are named below, and to the many others who wish to remain anonymous; 
The Menuhin Hall Stewards, June Pagella, Julian Andrews, Matthew Wilson, Emily Woodard and the RBLI. 

We are especially grateful for the support of the Culture Recovery 
Fund, delivered by Arts Council England, using funds provided by 
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.
Registered Charity 312010


